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An imposing former rectory set in wooded grounds 
amidst beautiful surroundings half a mile from 
Clovelly Beach.

Summary of accommodation
Ground Floor: Open porch | Hall | Drawing room | Dining room | Sitting room | Kitchen | Larder | Cloakroom | Rear lobby | Lift 

Basement: Corridor | Games room | Utility room | Cloakroom | Three storerooms | Boiler room | Lift

First Floor: Landing | Principal bedroom | Guest bedroom | Further double bedroom | Family bath and shower room | Separate 

WC | Lift

Second Floor: Landing | Five further double bedrooms | Family bathroom 

Gardens and grounds: Parking | Attached single garage | Summer house | Garden | Woodland 

In all about 1.73 acres (0.7 hectare)

Distances
Clovelly village and beach 0.6 mile, A39 1 mile, Bideford 11 miles, Barnstaple 20 miles (Exeter Central 75 minutes) 

Exmoor National Park 28 miles Junction 31 M5 53 miles, Exeter city centre 53 miles 

Exeter Airport 60 miles (London City Airport 1 hour) 

(All distances and times are approximate)



Location
The Old Rectory is situated within the North Devon Coast AONB amidst 

the 4,600 acre Clovelly Estate. The house is just half a mile away from the 

harbour village of Clovelly, which is built into wooded sea cliffs on the north 

Devon shoreline. The village is on the South West Coast Path National Trail 

and has a RNLI lifeboat station, two hotels and a parish church. Bideford, 

an historic port town 20 minutes away by car, has a wide choice of shops 

and local businesses including several supermarkets plus GP, dental and 

veterinary practices. Barnstaple is just half an hour away and has wider 

amenities including a train station with regular rail services to Exeter 

Central (1 hour 15 minutes). Exeter Airport is about an hour and a half away 

connecting to several UK and international destinations, including a regular, 

1-hour service to London City Airport. There are two primary schools  

within a five-mile radius and a selection of independent schools across the 

wider area.

The Old Rectory
Once the childhood home of the renowned Victorian novelist Charles 

Kingsley, when his father was employed as the local rector, The Old Rectory 

is a gorgeous Georgian home, set in a sublime and very private woodland 

setting on the gorgeous 4,600-acre Clovelly Estate, which has been owned 

by only three successive families since the middle of the 13th century. 



Charles Kingsley became known for his concern for social reform, most 

notably via his illustrated story, The Water-Babies published in 1863. 

Surrounded by the peace and beauty of the surroundings he enjoyed as a 

child, it is not difficult to understand how he later came to compare his own 

idyllic, care-free childhood with that of those brought up in poverty. 

The Old Rectory is a lovely example of a large 19th century family house. It 

has three upper floors and a basement, with a white-painted and rendered 

exterior under a slate roof. The house has an east/west axis with the rear 

of the house facing east towards the sea. Tall, wide sash windows look 

out across the grounds ensuring that the interior remains light and airy 

throughout the day. The house has a classic, four-square layout with a deep 

stairwell above the hall and has retained many of its original architectural 

fittings including numerous Victorian fireplaces, panel doors and working 

shutters. The ground floor has three good-sized reception rooms, all with 

open fireplaces, with the sitting and dining rooms interconnected creating a 

single, larger family room if desired. These are supplemented by a very large 

games room in the basement, warmed by a wood-burning stove and well-lit 

by natural light flowing in through wide, semi-circular windows at ground 

level. The kitchen is also generously sized and fitted with an engineered oak 

floor and a four-oven AGA. The house has a total of eight double bedrooms 

and two bathrooms spread over two floors, all with views out over the 

grounds, of which five of the eight look out towards the coast. There is also 

an 8 person lift (big enough for a large wheelchair) that goes to three floors.



Garden and Grounds
The Old Rectory is approached via a 70-yard long drive that sweeps round in 

front of the house before returning around a teardrop shaped turning circle. 

There is ample parking space in front of the house supplemented by further 

parking on a spur off to one side of the drive. Between the two is an attached 

single garage that opens onto the drive and has an internal door through 

to the house’s rear lobby. The house sits centrally within its grounds, which 

amount to just under one and three quarters acres. They consist of  

level lawns surrounding the house blending into mature woodland that  

contains a rich mix of broadleaf and evergreen native trees and a timber 

summer house. 

Services
Mains water, electricity and drainage. Oil-fired central heating and AGA. 

Directions (Postcode: EX39 5TA)
What3Words: nuptials.inspector.point

From the Heywood Road Roundabout where the A386 and the A39 cross 

on the northern edge of Bideford, take the A39 exit signed heading west 

towards Bude. Follow the A39 for ten miles to the Clovelly Cross roundabout. 

Take the second exit off the roundabout onto the B3237, signed to Clovelly. 

Drive for one mile to a sweeping righthand bend, off which is the entrance to 

Clovelly Court Gardens. Continue round the bend and driveway entrance to 

the property will be found on the right after about 100 yards, immediately to 

the left of a stone cottage. 

Property information
Tenure: Freehold

Local Authority: Torridge District Council (www.torridge.gov.uk).

Council Tax: Band G

EPC Rating: F





Fixtures and fittings: A list of the fitted carpets, curtains, light fittings and other items fixed to the property which are included in the sale (or may be available by separate negotiation) will be provided by the Seller’s Solicitors.  
Important Notice: 1. Particulars: These particulars are not an offer or contract, nor part of one. You should not rely on statements by Knight Frank LLP in the particulars or by word of mouth or in writing (“information”) as being factually accurate about the property, its condition or its value. Neither Knight Frank 
LLP nor any joint agent has any authority to make any representations about the property, and accordingly any information given is entirely without responsibility on the part of the agents, seller(s) or lessor(s). 2. Photos, Videos etc: The photographs, property videos and virtual viewings etc. show only certain 
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Approximate Gross Internal Floor Area 
482.2 sq m / 5190 sq ft

This plan is for guidance only and must not be relied upon as 
a statement of fact. Attention is drawn to the Important Notice 
on the last page of the text of the Particulars.
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Note: “This plan is based upon the Ordnance Survey 
map with the sanction of the control of H.M. Stationery 
office. This plan is for convenience of purchasers only. Its 
accuracy is not guaranteed and it is expressly excluded 
from any contract. Licence Number. No. 100021721.”


