
Our Journey from 1994 to 2019 

Knight Frank opens it’s 
North East office with two 
major instructions, 
Doxford International  & 
Newcastle’s East Quayside.
Initially based at Doxford 
International, the office 
then moves to Grey Street, 
Newcastle with its two 
founders, Mark Swallow & 
Tim Evans. 

Government-backed 
Enterprise Zones at 
Doxford International & 
Team Valley were really 
helping boost the
industrial and office 
property markets. 

Our very first client 
Christmas cocktail 
party where we filled 
only the mezzanine of 
Bar Luga. The following 
year we persuaded the 
owner to close the
whole bar to the public 
until 9pm and it was still 
closed at 1am. From 
that year on, we have 
taken over the whole 
bar, which delivers what 
is now our legendary 
Christmas event. 

We sell one of the largest
industrial sites to come to the 
North East market in recent 
times - the sale of the LG Phillips 
site in Durham. It was bought by 
Mandale Property Group for 
more than £6m and redeveloped 
to create Belmont Business 
Park. 

The financial crash. It was 
a tough time for the UK 
regions but thankfully our 
London office and the 
global markets thrived. In 
Newcastle we maintained 
profits which was a 
tremendous team effort. 
We did suspend our 
Christmas cocktail 
party for two years.

Peter Bowden leaves DTZ 
after 29 years to join us as 
Partner and brings his 
entire property asset 
management team with 
him.

We let the 167,000 sq. ft. 
Stead House at Faverdale, 
Darlington, to Capita.

The North East saw a surge in 
take-up of industrial space in 
the first half of this year. The 
biggest deal was the sale of 
the 188,000 sq. ft. Reckitt 
Benckiser  pharmaceutical 
plant in Peterlee to Bristol 
Laboratories – brokered by
Knight Frank. We also won 
the management contract for 
Sunderland City Council’s, 
Siglion Portfolio, a 1m sq. ft. 
mixed commercial portfolio.

Win ‘Investment Team of 
the Year’ and ‘Office 
Agency Team of the Year’ 
at Property Week Awards.

We secure the letting of 
60,000 sq. ft. unit at 
Intersect 19 Tyne Tunnel to 
Pryme Group. It went on to 
win Commercial 
Development of the Year at 
the Insider North East 
Property Awards.

We acquire the landmark 
Grade II listed St Nicholas 
Building in Newcastle, 
off-market, for £19.2m, 
on behalf of investors 
Mayfair Capital and also 
win a national contract to 
manage the property 
along with several others 
which are part of a 
newly-launched fund.

Simon Haggie, 
the office’s 
longest serving 
current Partner 
joins.

Tim Evans appointed 
Office Head.
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Friends the TV show aired 
its first episode.  

Danish popstar Whigfield 
was singing Saturday 
Night at the top of the 
UK Top 40. 

The signing of the 
Dayton Agreement ends 
the Bosnian War in the 
former Yugoslavia.

The last flight of 
Concorde, from New 
York JFK to Heathrow.

Sven-Göran Eriksson announces 
that he will quit as manager of the 
England national football team 
after this summer's World Cup in 
Germany.

The QE2 begins her final 
voyage from Southampton to 
Dubai, where she was due to 
become a floating hotel.

The London Olympics.

A Malaysian Airline Boeing 
777 flying from Kuala Lumpur 
to Beijing disappears with 
239 passengers and crew 
on board.

Britain voted to leave 
the European Union, 
prompting David 
Cameron to resign and 
the Conservatives to 
choose the second ever 
female Prime Minister in 
Theresa May.

In early March the so-called 
Beast from the East brought 
heavy snow across much of 
the UK. Transport suffered 
disruption for three days.

France wins 
World Cup 
in France.

The solar eclipse attracts the 
attention of 350m people 
across Europe, with Cornwall 
being the only region of 
Britain to experience totality.

Launch of our 
Valuation service 
line – headed-up by 
Ranald Harris 
(who retired in 2018). 

We launch our 
Building Consultancy 
and Project Management 
service. Affectionately 
known as our “Brickies”.

First £1m profit for 
the Newcastle office 
and we are 
appointed to let a 
major 127,000 sq. ft. 
industrial property 
development - 
Easter Park - in 
Cramlington. 

We outgrow the 
Grey Street 
office and move to 
Quayside House. 

We leave Quayside 
House and move to St 
Ann’s Quay, Suite A West. 
Our Property 
Management team win 
an instruction to manage 
Quorum Business Park - 
a 1m sq. ft. office 
development. We merge 
our residential arm with 
commercial.

We double the size of 
the office with a move 
to St Ann’s Quay East 
and the legendry pink 
striped floor and walls 
begin their assault on 
the senses of all 
employees and visitors. 

Our first ‘Day of Giving’ 
sees us dress in 70’s 
disco to wash cars for 
charity.

Appointed by Newcastle City 
Council to find a JV partner to 
deliver the city’s most prime 
development site – the £200m 
Stephenson Quarter.

We pledge to go plastic-free.

We commit to purchasing only 
100% renewable electricity for 
all the properties we manage.

Win ‘Property Agency of the Year 
2018’ at North East Insider 
Awards.

Year of record growth for our 
Building Consultancy and 
Valuations teams – a 57% and 
22% increase in turnover, 
respectively.

Founding Partner and 
Office Head, Tim Evans, 
retires – succeeded by 
Peter Bowden. 

Our best ever 12 
months’ trading in 
24-year history - 
turnover up 27%.

The iconic Sage Gateshead 
building in all its curved 
glass armadillo glory, 
opened its doors. 
Major UK business park, 
Quorum, was launched in 
North Tyneside on 
Enterprise Zone land. We 
were appointed office 
agents on the development 
when it launched and are 
still involved today.

Britain’s first 
privatised train 
is the 5.10am 
from Twickenham 
to London Waterloo.

The last 
cross-Channel 
hovercraft flies 
between Dover 
and Calais. 

First iPhone is 
released by Apple.

Euro coins and notes 
enter circulation in 12 
EU countries.

Prince William marries 
Kate Middleton 
viewed by 72m live 
streams on YouTube 
and 26.3m UK TV 
viewers.

New words "twerk" and 
"selfie" were added to 
the dictionary.

We acquire over 100,000 
sq. ft across 5 units for 
Travis Perkins Group 
including the 34,000 sq. 
ft. former Del Monte 
premises on Kingsway, 
Team Valley. 

The UK experiences its 
hottest day on record 
since 1976.

In the EU’s biggest-
ever enlargement, 
10 new nations join, 
bringing the total 
to 25. 
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Then & now quick facts
1994: 
3 employees including 
Mark Swallow, founding 
Partner & Office Head, 
assisted by Tim Evans, 
Senior Surveyor.

1994: 
1 female employee.

1994: 
Large office instructions - Akeler’s 
Doxford International & Amec’s 
Newcastle Quayside.

2019: 
76 employees, including
Peter Bowden, 
Partner & Office Head.

2019: 
30 female employees.

2019: 
Newcastle City Council's Stephenson 
Quarter and Partnership House; Taras 
Properties' Bank House; Sunderland 
City Council's The Beam; and  
Wynyard Park for Northumberland 
Estates.
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1994: 
350 sq. ft. office 
at Doxford International, 
Sunderland.

2019: 
5,000 sq. ft. 
office on 
Newcastle 
Quayside.

BUSINESS

1994: 
Managed 90,000 sq. ft. 
of commercial space.

2019: 
Manage 19.2m sq. ft. 
of commercial space.

BUSINESS


